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Every entry below gives four things: the saying in English, the original Chinese asit stands in the text, the

book or chapter it comes from, and who translated that line. Nothing hereis copied from a modern edition.

45 sayings from Zhuangzi (34+).

Each lineislabelled with its translator — either a named public-domain source or SagesQuote's own rendering
from the Chinese.

43 sayings are quoted word for word from Herbert A. Giles, Chuang Tzu: Mystic, Moralist, and Social
Reformer (London: Bernard Quaritch, 1889).; 2 were translated for SagesQuote directly from the received
Chinese text. Every lineis labelled with which of thetwo it is.

Misattributed sayings are left out. If alineisnot in the text, it is not here.

Free for personal, classroom and non-commercial use. Attribution: SagesQuote.

Zhuangz (3£7+). Zhuang Zhou wrote philosophy as fiction — giant fish, talking skulls, cook carving an ox, a

man unsure whether he is a man who dreant a butterfly. Under the jokes sits a serious claim: the world does

not exist for your use, and freedom begins when you stop needing it to.
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In the northern ocean there is afish, called the Leviathan, many thousand li in size. This leviathan
changesinto abird, called the Rukh, whose back is many thousand li in breadth.

JeEARA, HARM. 2k, PMEETEM. kAR, HARME.

Zhuangzi (i), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” 15 # %

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

With amighty effort it rises, and its wings obscure the sky like clouds.
W5, PAHATEE: KRRk, HREERZE,

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” iHi& i
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

If there is not sufficient depth, water will not float large ships.
IKZFEWAE, B HA RS

Zhuangz (7), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” 34 i& i
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Small knowledge has not the compass of great knowledge any more than a short year has the
length of along year.

INFIAS RGN, NS T R AF
Zhuangzi (3t), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” 8 i& i
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

The mushroom of a morning knows not the alternation of day and night. The chrysalis knows not
the alternation of spring and autumn.

FHTE AR, il A AETK

Zhuangz (Gi+7), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” 34 i& i
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

The perfect man ignores self; the divine man ignores action; the true Sage ignores reputation.
EANED, PNED), BAMY.

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 1 —*“ Free and Easy Wandering” 3Hi& i
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Great knowledge embraces the whole: small knowledge, a part only. Great speech is universal:
small speech is particular.

KA, ANHEE: KERE, NEREE.

Zhuangzi (i), Chapter 2 —*“ On the Equality of Things’ ¥
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

And inasmuch as the subjective is also objective, and the objective also subjective, and as the
contraries under each are indistinguishably blended, does it not become impossible for usto say
whether subjective and objective really exist at all?

{10) S | 1 ) | 2

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 2—*“ On the Equality of Things’ 7545
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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The universe and | came into being together; and I, and everything therein, are ONE.

RHERFNGAE T e —

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 2—* On the Equality of Things’ 754
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

A keeper of monkeys said with regard to their rations of chestnuts that each monkey was to have
three in the morning and four at night. But at this the monkeys were very angry, so the keeper said
they might have four in the morning and three at night, with which arrangement they were all well
pleased.

AR, H: $I=mEN. sHSe. B RAENNE = SR

Zhuangzi (i), Chapter 2—*“ On the Equality of Things’ 7545
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Once upon atime, I, Chuang Tzm , dreamt | was a butterfly, fluttering hither and thither, to all
intents and purposes a butterfly. | was conscious only of following my fancies as a butterfly, and
was unconscious of my individuality as aman. Suddenly, | awaked, and there | lay, myself again.
Now | do not know whether | was then a man dreaming | was a butterfly, or whether | am now a
butterfly dreaming | am a man.

B AL S R, PR AR . E BRI ORI, BRAREE, RIERE AR .
JAZ B Ry SRR, R 2 A e

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 2 —*“ On the Equality of Things’ 2% ¥m

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

My life has alimit, but my knowledge is without limit. To drive the limited in search of the
limitless, isfatal; and the knowledge of those who do thisisfatally lost.
EAEWARE, MAWEE. DAERBREE, Ko !

Zhuangzi (3t¥-), Chapter 3 —*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” #4: 3

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Pursue a middle course. Thus you will keep a sound body, and a sound mind, fulfil your duties,
and work out your allotted span.

BEURKE, TR, "R, WTRIREE, W) RLaR4E

Zhuangz (37), Chapter 3—* The Secret of Caring for Life” #4273

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

| fall back upon eternal principles. | follow such openings or cavities as there may be, according to
the natural constitution of the animal.
PRI, HERAR, BERER, HHEAR.

Zhuangzi (3t¥-), Chapter 3 —*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” #4: 3
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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A good cook changes his chopper once a year,--because he cuts. An ordinary cook, once a
month,--because he hacks. But | have had this chopper nineteen years, and although | have cut up
many thousand bullocks, its edge is as if fresh from the whetstone.

RIGHEE ], Fl: BIRAET], fri. SEZIITHIAER, T4, 1T #E
T o
Zhuangz (i), Chapter 3 —*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” #4:F

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

For at the joints there are always interstices, and the edge of a chopper being without thickness, it
remains only to insert that which is without thickness into such an interstice. By these means the
interstice will be enlarged, and the blade will find plenty of room.

DU NA T, VTl I b A R 22 o

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 3 —*“ The Secret of Caring for Life" #£4: 3

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Now, wild fowl get a peck oncein ten steps, adrink once in a hundred. Y et they do not want to be
fed in acage.

BHET S —IK, B8, AiE TR

Zhuangz (3t7), Chapter 3—*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” &4 3

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

The fuel is consumed, but the fire may be transmitted, and we know not that it comes to an end.

TRETA M, KB, ARE .

Zhuangz (3t¥-), Chapter 3 —*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” #4: 3

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Hills suffer from the trees they produce. Fat burns by its own combustibility. Cinnamon trees
furnish food: therefore they are cut down. The lacquer tree isfelled for use. All men know the use
of useful things; but they do not know the use of useless things.

IR A EW, BB R T E, Wik B, Rz, NEmAHZH, s
M2 .

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 4 —*“ The Human World” A [ {H:

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

To serve one's own heart so as to permit neither joy nor sorrow within, but to cultivate resignation
to the inevitable,--thisis the climax of Virtue.
BNEAST] A & 2 i, T Al

Zhuangz (3}£F), Chapter 4 —* The Human World” \ [i5]
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

A man does not seek to see himself in running water, but in still water. For only what isitself still
can instil stillness into others.
N BTG K M  1kK . MEIRRE R AR 1k

Zhuangz (3£7+), Chapter 5—* The Sign of Virtue Complete” £ 75 4%
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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Thusit isthat virtue should prevail and outward form be forgotten.

EARRMEA S,

Zhuangz (3£7), Chapter 5—* The Sign of Virtue Complete” & 754F
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

When the pond dries up, and the fishes are |eft upon dry ground, to moisten them with the breath
or to damp them with spittle is not to be compared with leaving them in the first instance in their
native rivers and lakes.

R, RARBLEE R, AWM LAER . MR DAK, NIRRT .

Zhuangz (Git+), Chapter 6 —*“ The Great and Venerable Teacher” Jk 72fifi
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

TAO gives me thisform, thistoil in manhood, this repose in old age, thisrest in death.
RARMBMILIE, HRUA, KRELZ, BRI,

Zhuangz (3t¥-), Chapter 6 —*“ The Great and Venerable Teacher” Jk 52fili
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

"I have freed myself from my body," answered Y en Hui. "I have discarded my reasoning powers.
And by thus getting rid of body and mind, | have become ONE with the Infinite. Thisiswhat |
mean by getting rid of everything."

M. BUREL, BTN, RACRGE, HREARE.

Zhuangz (3it+), Chapter 6 —*“ The Great and Venerable Teacher” Jk 72fifi
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

TAO hasitslaws, and its evidences. It is devoid both of action and of form. It may be transmitted,
but cannot be received. It may be obtained, but cannot be seen.

Ki, AEAR. WA, WEMAT 32, AR R,

Zhuangzi (1), Chapter 6 —“ The Great and Venerable Teacher” Kk Z£Hii
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

For just as a duck's legs, though short, cannot be lengthened without pain to the duck, and a crane's
legs, though long, cannot be shortened without misery to the crane, so that which islong in man's
moral nature cannot be cut off, nor that which is short be lengthened.

SN, AR ISR, B Ak,

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 8 —“ Webbed Toes’ Bk}

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

One man steals a purse, and is punished. Another steals a State, and becomes a Prince. But charity
and duty to one's neighbour are integral parts of princedom.

MR, BEE AR, RPN RS,

Zhuangz (#7), Chapter 10 —“ Rifling Trunks’ Ji%:f%
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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On the other hand, unless Sages disappear, neither will great robbers disappear; nor if you double
the number of Sages wherewithal to govern the empire will you do more than double the profits of
Robber Ché.

BEARIE, R#EAIE.

Zhuangz (G#7), Chapter 10 —“ Rifling Trunks’ Ji3:f%

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

By inaction, he administers the empire, and has energy to spare; but by action he finds his energy
inadequate to the administration of the empire.

R, RIRTmAR: AR, AR THmAL.
Zhuangzi (3t¥), Chapter 13 —“ The Way of Heaven” K if
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

"Y ou not being afish yourself," said Hui Tzm, "how can you possibly know in what consists the
pleasure of fishes?' "And you not being I," retorted Chuang Tzm , "how can you know that | do not
know?"

TR, ZRfZ G FAEFR, ZRBA M 42

Zhuangz (3:F), Chapter 17 —* Autumn Floods” Fk7K

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Y ou cannot speak of ocean to awell-frog,--the creature of a narrower sphere. Y ou cannot speak of
ice to asummer insect,--the creature of a season. Y ou cannot speak of TAO to a pedagogue: his
scope istoo restricted.

FIERTT DIRE R . SRR BT DRk . BRI iAW DARE R &
WA

Zhuangz (3¥), Chapter 17 —* Autumn Floods™ k7K

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

In the universe | am but as asmall stone or a small tree on avast mountain.

BEAERMZ M, /N AINRZIER I .
Zhuangz (3¥-), Chapter 17 —* Autumn Floods™ Fk7k

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

From the point of view of TAO, there are no such extremes of value or worthlessness. Men
individually value themselves and hold others cheap.

LSz, Vsl DBy, AEimHEE.

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 17 —* Autumn Floods™ Fk 7k

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Small bags won't hold big things; short ropes won't reach down deep wells.
FeANE AT LUK, S5EE AT DRI .

Zhuangz (), Chapter 18 —*“ Perfect Enjoyment” £ 44
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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A man who plays for counters will play well. If he stakes his girdle, he will be nervous; if yellow
gold, he will lose hiswits. His skill isthe same in each case, but he is distracted by the value of his
stake. And every one who attaches importance to the external, becomes internally without
resource.

DAL YT, DATERE, DI SiEsis. HIg—d, mAaARS, RESML. FLAMEE

Zhuangz (3t7), Chapter 19 —“ Mastering Life" 4

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

To be unconscious of one's feet implies that the shoes are easy. To be unconscious of awaist
implies that the girdle is easy.

SR, B, B, 2.

Zhuangz (3¥-), Chapter 19 —*“ Mastering Life" 4

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

The friendship of the superior man is negative like water. The friendship of the mean man is
full-flavoured like wine. That of the superior man passes from the negative to the affectionate.
That of the mean man passes from the full-flavoured to nothing.

BF2BEK, MZZHEE. BFRUB, DNAHEE.

Zhuangzi (3#t), Chapter 20 —“ The Mountain Tree” [/
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

And so it isthat in trouble and calamity mere money questions are neglected, while we ever cling
nearer to that which is from God.

A&, BEmEFMEED, DREE . BBk,
Zhuangz (), Chapter 20 —“ The Mountain Treg” [/
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Straight trees are the first felled. Sweet wells are soonest exhausted.
AL, HIFER.

Zhuangzi (1), Chapter 20 —* The Mountain Tree” [[j/&
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

Man passes through this sublunary life as a white horse passes a crack. Here one moment, gone the
next.

NAERMZ I, & BEZ 8, ZRME.

Zhuangz (3£7+), Chapter 22 —“ Knowledge Rambling in the North” %1t

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

The universeis very beautiful, yet it says nothing. The four seasons abide by afixed law, yet they
are not heard. All creation is based upon absolute principles, yet nothing speaks.
RUAREMAT . AL, EYA BT A .

Zhuangz (3¥-), Chapter 22 —* Knowledge Rambling in the North” %1t
Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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43 The raison d'étre of afish-trap isthe fish. When the fish is caught, the trap may be ignored. The
raison d'étre of arabbit-snare is the rabbit. When the rabbit is caught the snare may be ignored.
The raison d'étre of language is an idea to be expressed. When the idea is expressed, the language
may be ignored.
ZEF TS, ARIEE: BE LRSS, BRI SHETUER, #EIES.
Zhuangz (i1, Chapter 26 —* External Things’ 4/

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889

44 | take heaven and earth as my coffin, the sun and moon as my twin jade discs, the stars as my
pearls, and the ten thousand things as my grave offerings.

FURHAHEE, DLHH R, BRI, EYARTE.

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 32 —*“ Lie Yukou” %) #2 5%

Translated for SagesQuote

45 Alone, he comes and goes with the spirit of heaven and earth, yet he does not look down on the ten
thousand things.

T BELR MRS BEEAE, T ASELASE I B4 o

Zhuangz (i), Chapter 33 —*“ The World” KK

Translated for SagesQuote
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ONE TO KEEP

My life has alimit, but my knowledge is without limit. To drive
the limited in search of the limitless, is fatal; and the knowledge
of those who do thisisfataly lost.

EAWARE, MAREE. DAHEEREE, e !

— Zhuangzi (3%F), Chapter 3—*“ The Secret of Caring for Life” &4 3

Trans. Herbert A. Giles, 1889
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