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Every entry below gives four things: the saying in English, the original Chinese asit stands in the text, the
book or chapter it comes from, and who translated that line. Nothing hereis copied from a modern edition.
42 sayings from Xunzi ().

» Eachlineislabelled with its trandl ator — either a named public-domain source or SagesQuote's own rendering
from the Chinese.

» No public-domain English trandation of this text could be verified, so every saying was translated for
SagesQuote directly from the received Chinese text.

» Misattributed sayings are left out. If alineisnot in the text, it is not here.

 Freefor personal, classroom and non-commercial use. Attribution: SagesQuote.

Xunzi (15j-1-). Xun Kuang stands against Mencius. we are not born good, we are born pliable, and everything
decent about usis made. His essays are the most argued prose of the classical period — on study, on ritual,
on names, and on heaven as nothing but nature doing what nature does.
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The gentleman says: learning must never cease.
HH: BALE.

Xunz (%jF), “ Exhortation to Learning” )£, Chapter 1
Translated for SagesQuote

Indigo is drawn from the blue plant yet is bluer than it; ice is made from water yet is colder than
water.

T, WA, MHRE: K, Kz, MFERK.
Xunzi ()1, “ Exhortation to Learning” )£, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Wood straight enough to match the plumb line can be bent into a wheel whose curve matches the
compass, once dried out in the sun it will not straighten again, for the bending has made it so.

AEPAE, BRUIGE . HibR, AR, MEEE . B2 R,

Xunz (%j-F), “ Exhortation to Learning” #)j£2, Chapter 1
Translated for SagesQuote

So wood turns straight under the plumb line and metal turns sharp on the whetstone; the gentleman
learns widely and examines himself daily, and thus his understanding is clear and his conduct free
from fault.

HORZHERNE, SRiBRA, BT HEmH24FC, AT EE L.

Xunzi (Fj7), “ Exhortation to Learning” &%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

| have spent whole days in thought, and it was no match for a moment of learning; | have stood on
tiptoe to look, and it was no match for the wide view from a height.

HEKRHMASL, PHRZ A BEBMRELR, NS R,

Xunzi (Hj-F), “ Exhortation to Learning” #fj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

The gentleman is not born different from others; he is simply good at making use of things.

ATAARRM, BERAY.

Xunzi ()1, “ Exhortation to Learning” )£, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Pile up earth and a mountain forms, and wind and rain arise there; gather water and a deep pool
forms, and dragons are born there; pile up good and virtue is formed, and a clear spirit comes of
itself and the sage's heart is compl ete.

R, JREEE s RN, BCREAERS  BEEAGE, MMBER, BOMS.

Xunzi (#j-F), “ Exhortation to Learning” #fj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote
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Without piling up single steps one cannot reach athousand miles; without gathering small streams
one cannot make ariver or a sea.

Z:%Etﬂﬂ; 5 ﬁ&{uizt‘:FE. s Z:*}E:/J\?ﬁi bl ﬁﬂéw\}ﬁilo

Xunzi (#j-F), “ Exhortation to Learning” #fj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

A fine steed in one leap cannot cover ten paces; a worn-out horse can go ten daysjourney, for the
achievement liesin not giving up.

BUs—, fet2 BRETE, IESE

Xunzi (%j7), “ Exhortation to Learning” £, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Carve and then stop, and even rotting wood will not be cut through; carve without stopping, and
metal and stone can be engraved.

&2, PR #iAE, Shn .

Xunzi (#jF), “ Exhortation to Learning” #fj£%, Chapter 1
Translated for SagesQuote

P'eng grass growing among hemp stands straight without propping up; white sand lying in black
mud turns black along with it.

BRI, AERIME; AYPTER, B2 HE,

Xunzi (Fj7), “ Exhortation to Learning” &%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

The gentleman chooses his neighborhood with care and seeks out men of worth in histravels; this
is how he guards against what is crooked and draws near to what is upright and true.
B, wostt, Fr LB AR o E

Xunzi (Hj-F), “ Exhortation to Learning” #fj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Words can invite disaster and acts can invite disgrace, so the gentleman is careful about where he
stands.

EA AW, TR, BT |

Xunzi (Fj7), “ Exhortation to Learning” &%, Chapter 1
Translated for SagesQuote

The gentleman's learning enters the ear, settles in the heart, spreads through the four limbs, and

shows itself in movement and repose; the petty man's learning enters the ear and goes out the
mouth.

BATFZBM, NFH, FHF0, 4PN, BFiE. MW, NFH, HFH.

Xunzi (Hj¥-), “ Exhortation to Learning” #jj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote
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Where does learning begin and where does it end? In its method it begins with reciting the classics
and ends with reading ritual; in its meaning it begins with becoming a scholar and ends with
becoming a sage.
BETIRY B B HBHIG-FEAR, &7 HRRTRL, & PREAN.

Xunzi (Hj¥-), “ Exhortation to Learning” #jj£%, Chapter 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Seeing goodness, he resolutely makes it his own; seeing what is not good, he grows solemn and
examines himself.

R, BARLUAfFN: RAE, HALLIA AW,
Xunzi (1jF), “ On Self-Cultivation” % &, Chapter 2

Translated for SagesQuote

One who criticizes me rightly is my teacher; one who approves of me rightly is my friend; one
who flatters meis my enemy.

FERIMEE, B, RRIMEE, AW, EREE . B,

Xunz (4j-), “ On Self-Cultivation” {& £, Chapter 2

Translated for SagesQuote

Though the Way is near, one who does not walk it will not arrive; though atask is small, one who
does not do it will not finishit.

EHEE, AT FHEN, AR

Xunzi (1jF), “ On Self-Cultivation” % &, Chapter 2

Translated for SagesQuote

Ritual propriety isthe means of making the person upright; the teacher is the means of making
ritual propriety correct.

1, PrLLES: R, FrlliEfEd.

Xunzi (Hj+), “ On Self-Cultivation” &£, Chapter 2

Translated for SagesQuote

The gentleman commands things; the petty man is commanded by things.

AT, DN

Xunzi (7j7), “ On Self-Cultivation” {2 &, Chapter 2

Translated for SagesQuote

To put righteousness first and profit last is honor; to put profit first and righteousness last is
disgrace.
JemMAAFIE L, S mizFERE.

Xunz (), “ On Honour and Disgrace” 4%/, Chapter 4

Translated for SagesQuote
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The gentleman is ashamed of his own lack of cultivation, not of being defamed; ashamed of being
untrustworthy, not of being distrusted; ashamed of being incapable, not of being passed over for
office.

BTIAE, BERIT: BAME, SRS B0, AR

Xunz (Bj¥), “ Against the Twelve Masters’ JE-}- -, Chapter 6

Translated for SagesQuote

Not hearing is not as good as hearing; hearing is not as good as seeing; seeing is not as good as
understanding; understanding is not as good as acting. Learning comesto its end in acting.
AEHAEHZ, MZAERZ, RZAEMZ, MZAEITZ. BRPTZMIESR,

Xunzi (1jF), “ The Achievements of the Confucians’ {##f, Chapter 8
Translated for SagesQuote

Heaven's course is constant: it does not exist because of Y ao, nor perish because of Jie.

KITAW . DRFET. SRS,

Xunz (#j), “ Discourse on Nature” K, Chapter 17

Translated for SagesQuote

Heaven does not end winter because men dislike the cold; the earth does not give up its breadth
because men dislike the distance.

RATNL EFEMBE, WATy N R R -

Xunzi (5jF), “ Discourse on Nature” K, Chapter 17
Translated for SagesQuote

Strengthen the root and spend sparingly, and Heaven cannot make you poor; keep provisions
ample and act in season, and Heaven cannot make you sick; cultivate the Way without wavering,
and Heaven cannot bring you harm.

SEACTIET . RIRARER s FMmENRE, HIRARER : fifEm ARl HIRAEER

Xunz (Hj¥-), “ Discourse on Nature” K, Chapter 17

Translated for SagesQuote

Exalt Heaven and ponder it — how is that better than tending it as athing and governing it?
Follow Heaven and praise it — how is that better than taking hold of Heaven's order and making
use of it?

KRB, SEYE 2> R, PG Ky -z ?

Xunzi (HjF), “ Discourse on Nature” K, Chapter 17

Translated for SagesQuote

Heaven has its seasons, the earth has its wealth, and man has his ordering; thisiswhat is called
being able to form atriad.

KA, HWAHM, NGHIG, KEZHES.

Xunz (#jF), “ Discourse on Nature” K, Chapter 17
Translated for SagesQuote
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The ruler isthe boat; the common people are the water. The water bears the boat up, and the water
capsizesit.
A, A A, K. KRG, JKAIE S
Xunzi (#j), “ The Regulations of a King” i, Chapter 9

Translated for SagesQuote

How isit that humans can form a community? Through the division of roles.

NTLARERE? F1: 43
Xunzi (1), “ The Regulations of a King” + ], Chapter 9

Translated for SagesQuote

The way to enrich the state is to spend sparingly, make the people prosperous, and store well what
isleft over.

JREBZGE, AR, TR

Xunzi (), “ Enriching the State” ‘& [, Chapter 10

Translated for SagesQuote

What does ritual arise from? People are born with desires; when desires go unsatisfied they cannot
but seek, and when seeking has no measure or boundary, contention cannot but follow.
L B NEMARR, SRR, BIARRER: RmEEES R, HAREAFE.
Xunz (Hj), “ Discourse on Ritual” 433, Chapter 19

Translated for SagesQuote

The former kings hated such disorder, so they made ritual and righteousness to assign each his
share, in order to nourish people's desires and satisfy their seeking.

e EEHALL, MmERLUSZ, UEAZR, HAZK.

Xunzi (1j7), “ Discourse on Ritual” &35, Chapter 19

Translated for SagesQuote

Ritual has three roots; Heaven and Earth are the root of life; ancestors are the root of the kindred:;
ruler and teacher are the root of order.

A R, RN, B, B2ARM: B, H2Ad.
Xunz (Hj), “ Discourse on Ritual” 433, Chapter 19

Translated for SagesQuote

The trouble with people in genera isthat they are blinded by one corner of things and left in the
dark about the greater pattern.

NUNZ R, o —h, TR KB

Xunz (#jF), “ Dispelling Obsession” fi#ifit, Chapter 21

Translated for SagesQuote

How does the mind come to know? By being empty, unified, and still.
O LLER? H: RS AR

Xunz (1j-F), “ Dispelling Obsession” fiifit, Chapter 21
Translated for SagesQuote
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37 Names have no inherent fitness; agreement is used to assign them. Once an agreement is settled
and custom formed, aname is caled fitting; what departs from the agreement is called unfitting.

ZIEE T, H92Udr. HUEBBEEZH, BNHAEEZAE.
Xunzi (#jF), “ Onthe Correct Use of Names’ 1F 44, Chapter 22

Translated for SagesQuote

38 When the true king establishes names, the names become fixed and the realities distinguished, the
Way is put into practice and intent is understood.
EEZHA, BEMEP, BEITMEE.

Xunzi (Fj7), “ On the Correct Use of Names” 1F.44, Chapter 22

Translated for SagesQuote

39 Human nature is evil; whatever good thereisin it comes from conscious effort.

N2, HEE R,

Xunzi (5jF), “ Man's Nature Is Evil” 45, Chapter 23
Translated for SagesQuote

40 By nature people are born fond of profit; follow this and contention arises while deference and
yielding disappear.
SN, AMAERS, ER, MR EmEETs.
Xunz (Hj), “Man's Nature IsEvil” {5, Chapter 23
Translated for SagesQuote

41 Crooked wood must wait for the straightening frame, steaming and bending, before it is straight;
blunt metal must wait for grinding on the whetstone before it is sharp. Human nature is evil, and
must wait for teacher and law before it is made right, and for ritual and righteousness beforeit is
ordered.
WA DA TREAE . RIERRE: SIS RIER . S N, DS RTE SRR IE
, RRRERRIE.
Xunzi (Hj+), “ Man's Nature Is Evil” 4%, Chapter 23

Translated for SagesQuote

42 Any man in the street can become a Y u.
A GNPV T: 0

Xunzi (Fj7), “ Man's Nature Is Evil” 43, Chapter 23

Translated for SagesQuote

Sourcesand rights

The trandation of every saying in this booklet is credited below. Credit lines are repeated under each entry, so you can check
any single quote without turning the page.

e 42 of 42 sayings — SagesQuote tranglation. No public-domain English translation of this text could be verified, so these
lines were rendered directly from the received Chinese text for this collection. Released under CC BY 4.0.

The Chinese text follows the standard received editions of these works, which date from roughly the 6th to the 3rd century
BCE; the original-language texts are in the public domain.
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Chapter and verse numbers follow the standard received text. Older translations occasionally divide the books alittle
differently — Legge, for instance, merges some adjacent passages — but the wording translated is the same passage.

Compiled and published by SagesQuote — https://sagesquote.com. Free to print, share and quote, with attribution.
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ONE TO KEEP

Without piling up single steps one cannot reach a thousand miles,
without gathering small streams one cannot make ariver or a sea.

AR, MUBETE: ARG, BRI HE

—Xunzi (1jF), “ Exhortation to Learning” #jj£%, Chapter 1

Trandated for SagesQuote
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