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Every entry below gives four things: the saying in English, the original Chinese asit stands in the text, the

book or chapter it comes from, and who translated that line. Nothing hereis copied from a modern edition.

45 sayings from The Art of War (£ 7).

Each lineislabelled with its translator — either a named public-domain source or SagesQuote's own rendering
from the Chinese.

Every saying is quoted word for word from one public-domain source: Lionel Giles, Sun Tzu on The Art of
War (London: Luzac, 1910).. Nothing has been rewritten into modern English.

Misattributed sayings are left out. If alineisnot in the text, it is not here.

Freefor personal, classroom and non-commercial use. Attribution: SagesQuote.

Sun Tzu (1£-1-). Thirteen short chapters, written for commanders, have outlived every army that used them.

The Art of War isless about fighting than about preparation, deception, and knowing exactly when not to

engage —which iswhy it keeps turning up in boardrooms.
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01 The art of war isof vital importance to the State. It is a matter of life and death, aroad either to
safety or to ruin. Hence it is a subject of inquiry which can on no account be neglected.

e, BZREFE, AEZH, fF1oZiE, A A%,
The Art of War (&7 f£1:), Chapter 1 —* Laying Plans” 4%}
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

02 The art of war, then, is governed by five constant factors, to be taken into account in one's
deliberations, when seeking to determine the conditions obtaining in the field. These are: (1) The
Mora Law; (2) Heaven; (3) Earth; (4) The Commander; (5) Method and discipline.
W2 U, B2 UEr, mMEHEN: —HE, —HX, ZHH#, WES, TH%.
The Art of War (12 1-121k), Chapter 1 —*“ Laying Plans” %45t

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

03 The Moral Law causes the people to be in complete accord with their ruler, so that they will follow
him regardless of their lives, undismayed by any danger.
B, A RE EREH.
The Art of War (& 1-f%1%), Chapter 1 —* Laying Plans” #&5t

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

04 All warfareis based on deception.
E‘% p EE%& o
The Art of War (72 T ft i), Chapter 1 —* Laying Plans” 155}

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

05 Attack him where he is unprepared, appear where you are not expected.

YoM, HHEAE.
The Art of War (12 1-121%), Chapter 1 —* Laying Plans” #&5t

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

06 Thus do many calculations lead to victory, and few calculations to defeat: how much more no
calculation at all!
ZEW, DEAR, A RET !
The Art of War (f&F k), Chapter 1 —* Laying Plans’ 153}

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

07 Though we have heard of stupid haste in war, cleverness has never been seen associated with long
delays.

e, RIETTZ A

The Art of War (& T-121%), Chapter 2 —* Waging War” 1EH;
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

08 Thereis no instance of a country having benefited from prolonged warfare.

REAMBEME, RZAH.

The Art of War (121 121), Chapter 2 —“ Waging War” {E#;
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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It is only one who is thoroughly acquainted with the evils of war that can thoroughly understand
the profitable way of carrying it on.

ARMA 2 FE, AIRRERM A2 Fd.

The Art of War (4 14%y2:), Chapter 2 —*“ Waging War” 1,
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

Bring war material with you from home, but forage on the enemy. Thus the army will have food
enough for its needs.
ORI, PR R Ao

The Art of War (#%1-5%#), Chapter 2—* Waging War” f{:8;
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

To fight and conquer in all your battles is not supreme excellence; supreme excellence consistsin
breaking the enemy's resistance without fighting.
HEER, dER2EmEW: ARINEAZ R, HZEEW.

The Art of War (4 1J¢y2:), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Stratagem” 14
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

Thus the highest form of generalship is to baulk the enemy’ s plans; the next best is to prevent the
junction of the enemy’ s forces; the next in order isto attack the enemy’sarmy in the field; and the
worst policy of al isto besiege walled cities.

AR, HRse, HkfkEs, HTFEW

The Art of War (12 1-1t), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Sratagem” 3514
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

Theruleis, not to besiege walled citiesiif it can possibly be avoided.
Bz ik, BARE.

The Art of War (4 1J¢y2:), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Stratagem” 14
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred battles. If you
know yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained you will also suffer a defeat. If you
know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every battle.

MpC, AR AEgOnAC, —BR DRSS, BRI .

The Art of War (12 1-1t), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Sratagem” 3514
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

Itistherulein war, if our forces are ten to the enemy’s one, to surround him; if five to one, to
attack him; if twice as numerous, to divide our army into two. If equally matched, we can offer
battle; if slightly inferior in numbers, we can avoid the enemy; if quite unequal in every way, we
can flee from him.

THE, RYZ, Fllnz. BBz, DRk, e RIaEEEZ .

The Art of War (4 1J%y2:), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Sratagem” 14
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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16 The general isthe bulwark of the State. If the bulwark is complete at all points, the State will be
strong; if the bulwark is defective, the State will be weak.
FAs#, BIZH o Wl R B 0A R BT R B 55 o
The Art of War (4 14%y2:), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Sratagem” 14
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

17 Thus we may know that there are five essentials for victory: (1) He will win who knows when to
fight and when not to fight. (2) He will win who knows how to handle both superior and inferior
forces. (3) He will win whose army is animated by the same spirit throughout all itsranks. (4) He
will win who, prepared himself, waits to take the enemy unprepared. (5) He will win whose
general is able and not interfered with by the sovereign.
BT JOT DU TT IRCE . R SEC B r, L RRACER: . DLER B
1 RE T 5 AN s o
The Art of War (f4112y), Chapter 3 —*“ Attack by Sratagem” 14
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

18 The good fighters of old first put themselves beyond the possibility of defeat, and then waited for
an opportunity of defeating the enemy.
EHE BT, DU T
The Art of War (12 1Jt), Chapter 4 —*“ Tactical Dispositions” HJE
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

19 To secure ourselves against defeat liesin our own hands, but the opportunity of defeating the
enemy is provided by the enemy himself.
AAEED, TR
The Art of War (& 1-1%%), Chapter 4 —*“ Tactical Dispositions” &#.JjE
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

20 Thusit isthat in war the victorious strategist only seeks battle after the victory has been won,
whereas he who is destined to defeat first fights and afterwards looks for victory.
B SE B AR SR B, PO e B A% SR s
The Art of War (12 1Jt), Chapter 4 —*“ Tactical Dispositions” HJE
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

21 In all fighting, the direct method may be used for joining battle, but indirect methods will be
needed in order to secure victory.
NECE, DLES, Dlaii.
The Art of War (& 1-t%1), Chapter 5 —" Forces’ ft#k
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

22 Therefore the good fighter will be terrible in his onset, and prompt in his decision. Energy may be
likened to the bending of a crossbow; decision, to the releasing of the trigger.
HECE, HBA, HEE. SIS, fimaEk.

The Art of War (12 11ek), Chapter 5 —* Forces’ Jt3k
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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23 Hiding order beneath the cloak of disorder is simply a question of subdivision; concealing courage
under a show of timidity presupposes afund of latent energy; masking strength with weaknessis
to be effected by tactical dispositions.
AL, B Fik, b . Bl
The Art of War (f411ty2), Chapter 5 —*“ Forces’ [tk
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

24 The clever combatant looks to the effect of combined energy, and does not require too much from
individuals. Hence his ability to pick out the right men and utilise combined energy.

HRCE, RZINE, AT, B A TAES.

The Art of War (12 1-121), Chapter 5—“ Forces’ ft3k
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

25 Thus the energy developed by good fighting men is as the momentum of a round stone rolled
down a mountain thousands of feet in height.
BN S, BT Z I3, .
The Art of War (f411¢y2), Chapter 5 —*“ Forces’ [tk
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

26 Therefore the clever combatant imposes his will on the enemy, but does not allow the enemy’s
will to be imposed on him.

HRE, BNMAZOR A

The Art of War (&2 1-12%), Chapter 6 —“ Weak Points and Srong” i
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

27 Military tactics are like water; for water in its natural course runs away from high places and
hastens downwards. So in war, the way isto avoid what is strong and to strike at what is weak.
REBLK, KZIE, #EETM T K28, HEmEE.

The Art of War (f411ty2), Chapter 6 —“ Weak Points and Srong” & &
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

28 Aswater has no constant shape, so in warfare there are no constant conditions. He who can modify
his tacticsin relation to his opponent and thereby succeed in winning may be called a heaven-born
captain.

LS, KEEL, B LmBUEE, 2.

The Art of War (4 142y2), Chapter 6 —“ Weak Points and Srong” & £f
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

29 By discovering the enemy’ s dispositions and remaining invisible ourselves, we can keep our
forces concentrated, while the enemy’s must be divided.

HOE N FRAETE . J B Moy

The Art of War (& 1-121%), Chapter 6 —“ Weak Points and Srong” & &
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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30 The difficulty of tactical manceuvering consists in turning the devious into the direct, and
misfortune into gain.

HRZEE, ERE, UBRA.

The Art of War (4 14%y2:), Chapter 7 —*“ Manoeuvring” ‘& 5+
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

31 Let your rapidity be that of the wind, your compactness that of the forest. In raiding and
plundering be like fire, in immovability like amountain. Let your plans be dark and impenetrable
as night, and when you move, fal like a thunderbolt.

WO R, FARIAk, Rk, ABIL . EEAIES, BN E.

The Art of War (12 112), Chapter 7—*“ Manoeuvring” .
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

32 A clever general, therefore, avoids an army when its spirit is keen, but attacks it when it is sluggish
and inclined to return.
WEHCEUR , BHAR R

The Art of War (& T-f%%), Chapter 7—" Manoeuvring” .5
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

33 When you surround an army, leave an outlet free. Do not press a desperate foe too hard.

Rl RY . B9 E2IH -

The Art of War (& 1-f%%), Chapter 7—*" Manoeuvring” .5
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

34 The art of war teaches usto rely not on the likelihood of the enemy's not coming, but on our own
readiness to receive him; not on the chance of his not attacking, but rather on the fact that we have
made our position unassailable.

Miez i, MRREAK, MEAURZ, SREHAL, A AT I,
The Art of War (4 11fty2), Chapter 8 —“ Variation in Tactics” f.5#
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

35 There are five dangerous faults which may affect a general: recklessness, which leads to
destruction; cowardice, which leads to capture; a hasty temper, which can be provoked by insults;
adelicacy of honour which is sensitive to shame; and over-solicitude for his men, which exposes
him to worry and trouble.
AAILAE: WL, A A, TIEEAL; A, AL BRE, TR BR, .
The Art of War (f41-12y2), Chapter 8 —“ Variation in Tactics” fi.%#
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

36 Regard your soldiers as your children, and they will follow you into the deepest valleys; ook upon
them as your own beloved sons, and they will stand by you even unto death.
ARG, W] B2 bR ER s BRI, O B2 fH Bt .

The Art of War (4 1J%y2:), Chapter 10 —“ Terrain” Hij
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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37 If, however, you are indulgent, but unable to make your authority felt; kind-hearted, but unable to
enforce your commands; and incapable, moreover, of quelling disorder: then your soldiers must be
likened to spoilt children; they are useless for any practical purpose.
B, ZMARS, ALAEn, B, ATHE.

The Art of War (2 1-f21k), Chapter 10 —“ Terrain” #17
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

38 If you know the enemy and know yourself, your victory will not stand in doubt; if you know
Heaven and know Earth, you may make your victory complete.

BT, WETIAER FUORGHL, BT 4.
The Art of War (12112 3k), Chapter 10 —“ Terrain” #i%
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
39 Place your army in deadly peril, and it will survive; plunge it into desperate straits, and it will
come out safe.
W2 T HIRZAF . P2 SEHDORIZ A
The Art of War (& 1-f%1%), Chapter 11 —* The Nine Stuations” JLit
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
40 No ruler should put troops into the field merely to gratify his own spleen; no general should fight a
battle simply out of pique.
FAT UK BLR , 1% A AT U T 2408
The Art of War (12 1-121), Chapter 12 —“ The Attack by Fire” kI

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

41 Anger may in time change to gladness; vexation may be succeeded by content. But a kingdom that
has once been destroyed can never come again into being; nor can the dead ever be brought back
to life.

EATLAME S, AT IR BN UEAE, SEE AT LI
The Art of War (& 1-121%), Chapter 12 —* The Attack by Fire” kI
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

42 Move not unless you see an advantage; use not your troops unless there is something to be gained;

fight not unless the position is critical.

FERAE, FEAH. R

The Art of War (4 11y2:), Chapter 12 —*“ The Attack by Fire” k1§
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

43 What enables the wise sovereign and the good general to strike and conquer, and achieve things
beyond the reach of ordinary men, is foreknowledge.

WCHAEKE . ArLABN IR A, BRI AR, ek,

The Art of War (& T-f2%), Chapter 13 —*“ The Use of Spies’ i [
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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This foreknowledge cannot be elicited from spirits; it cannot be obtained inductively from
experience, nor by any deductive calculation. Knowledge of the enemy's dispositions can only be
obtained from other men.

JERNE . AATHUR A, ARG, AATBRIREE . DBUR N, A A .

The Art of War (& T-f%%), Chapter 13 —* The Use of Spies” H [#]
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910

Hence it isthat with none in the whole army are more intimate rel ations to be maintained than with
spies. None should be more liberally rewarded. In no other business should greater secrecy be
preserved.

SHZHE, ERNE, HREERE, FEERE

The Art of War (&), Chapter 13 —* The Use of Spies” i [
Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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ONE TO KEEP

If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the
result of a hundred battles. If you know yourself but not the
enemy, for every victory gained you will also suffer adefeat. If
you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in
every battle.

MPgNC, HEAG: AREONES, A AREAME, SRR

o

— The Art of War (& 1-J£%), Chapter 3 —* Attack by Sratagem” #HI4

Trans. Lionel Giles, 1910
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