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Mencius (Z ). Meng Ke spent hislife arguing with rulers. Human nature is good, he insisted —it grows

like sproutsif you do not trample it — and a government that forgets this loses its mandate. The sayings here

cover palitics, self-cultivation, and the stubborn optimism at the centre of his thought.
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Why must Y our Majesty speak of profit? There is benevolence and righteousness, and that is all.
EfpREA? A ENER.

Mencius (&), 1A.1 —Liang Hui Wang | #:8 F |-

Translated for SagesQuote

When those above and those below all scramble for profit, the state isin danger.
NSRRGSR

Mencius (% F), 1A.1 —Liang Hui Wang | 228 F |

Translated for SagesQuote

Which brings more joy, enjoying music alone or enjoying it with others? Not so much as with
others. Which brings more joy, afew or a crowd? Not so much as a crowd.

e, BNGRYE, BAE H: BN e BLARYE4E, #hdg? H: NEER

Mencius (1), 1B.1 —Liang Hui Wang Il 2B FF

Translated for SagesQuote

Whoever rejoices in the people'sjoy will find the people rejoicing in hisjoy; whoever grieves over
the people's grief will find the people grieving over his grief.

MR, RIVERY, BRZEE, RIFVEHE,

Mencius (F¥), 1B.4 —Liang Hui Wang Il 2B F |

Translated for SagesQuote

| understand words, and | am good at nourishing my vast, surging qi.
AT, REEEIERZH
Mencius (7% F), 2A.2 —Gongsun Chou | 2372 H. |

Translated for SagesQuote

This qi is supremely great and supremely strong. Nourish it with uprightness and do it no harm,
and it fills all between Heaven and earth.
HESAM, Z2REM, DEEMEE, RZERRHMZH.

Mencius (7% F), 2A.2 — Gongsun Chou | 23727 1

Translated for SagesQuote

Every human being has a heart that cannot bear to see others suffer.
NEAARBNZ Do

Mencius (#F), 2A.6 — Gongsun Chou | 23 & H. |

Translated for SagesQuote

The heart of compassion is the beginning of benevolence; the heart of shame and dislike isthe
beginning of righteousness; the heart of deference and yielding is the beginning of propriety; the
heart of right and wrong is the beginning of wisdom.

g0, it HEZO, Bt FREZ0, B2umth:, 220, FZiht.
Mencius (% F), 2A.6 — Gongsun Chou | 23727 1

Translated for SagesQuote
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The right moment from Heaven is not as good as the right ground, and the right ground is not as
good as people in harmony.

RIFAGIHF] , HF AL AT

Mencius (# 1), 2B.1 — Gongsun Chou Il AT

Translated for SagesQuote

One who holds to the Way has many helpers; one who loses the Way has few. With the fewest,
even kin turn against him; with the most, the whole world follows him.

EHE 2, REEEY. Bz, BENZ, ZHZE, RTIEZ.

Mencius (7 1), 2B.1 — Gongsun Chou Il A 7&H.F

Translated for SagesQuote

Wealth and honor cannot corrupt him, poverty and lowliness cannot move him, power and force
cannot bend him. Thisiswhat we call agreat man.

BEARE, ABAREE, BRARRE, iRk,

Mencius (7 T), 3B.2 —Teng Wen Gong Il f#E LA T

Translated for SagesQuote

To dwell in the broadest dwelling under Heaven, to stand in the right place under Heaven, to walk
the great road under Heaven.

JERFZRERE, SLRFZIESL, fTRFZ KA,

Mencius (7 1), 3B.2 —Teng Wen Gong Il ESCA T

Translated for SagesQuote

Dol really love to argue? | smply have no choice.

TEIFRR? TAMFEH.
Mencius (1), 3B.9 — Teng Wen Gong Il JE 2N F

Translated for SagesQuote

If aruler looks on his ministers as his hands and feet, they will look on him as their heart and core.

AZHEMTFRE, MESAME.

Mencius (7 T-), 4B.3 —Li Lou Il 8L

Translated for SagesQuote

If aruler looks on his ministers as dirt and weeds, they will look on him as a bandit and an enemy.
AT, B A &G

Mencius (7 1), 4B.3 —Li Lou Il 8T

Translated for SagesQuote

A person must have things he will not do before he can do what is worth doing.

NAARTAL . AR A 7o

Mencius (F 1), 4B.8 —Li Lou Il B8R

Translated for SagesQuote
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The great man does not insist that every word be kept or every deed carried through; he goes only
where righteousness lies.

KRNE, GAUE, TALR, MR,

Mencius (7 1), 4B.11 —Li Lou Il 8L

Translated for SagesQuote

The great man is one who has not lost the heart of a newborn child.

KANE, DREFFZOHEM,
Mencius (F 1), 4B.12 —Li Lou Il g8t

Translated for SagesQuote

The gentleman goes deep into learning by way of the Way, wanting to grasp it for himself.
ARG LE, fEA/Z.
Mencius (7 1), 4B.14 —Li Lou |l B8t

Translated for SagesQuote

He studies widely and setsit out in full, so that in the end he can put it in afew words.
TR . A LU A o

Mencius (7 1), 4B.15—Li Lou Il @8t

Translated for SagesQuote

Water truly makes no distinction between east and west, but does it make none between high and
low? Human nature is good, just as water flows downward.

KAGMEAT ARV, SRS NP2 AMEZ B, BKZ T .

Mencius (1), 6A.2 —Gaoz | &+ |

Translated for SagesQuote

| want fish, and | want bear's paws too. If | cannot have both, | let the fish go and take the bear's
paws. | want life, and | want righteousness too. If | cannot have both, | let life go and take
righteousness.

B, FRPTARML: REEE. SRRRTARL. TR, SRR EE M. A, TRFRTARL:
%, R, EAEA, SAmREEE .

Mencius (F+), 6A.10 —Gaoz | 4+ I

Translated for SagesQuote

The way of learning is nothing other than this: to seek back the heart you have let go.
B ZERM, SREOMER.

Mencius (Fi¥), 6A.11 —Gaoz | 4+ I

Translated for SagesQuote

The office of the heart isto think. Think, and you get it; do not think, and you do not.

ODZEHIE, BAE Y, AR,
Mencius (%), 6A.15 — Gaoz | %7 |

Translated for SagesQuote
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Set up first what is great in you, and what is small cannot take it from you.
SesiFHRE . H/NE R,

Mencius (7 1), 6A.15 —Gaoz | 447 I

Translated for SagesQuote

Anyone can become a 'Y ao or a Shun.

NE AT LA R385k o
Mencius (#7-), 6B.2 —Gaoz Il 41

Translated for SagesQuote

When Heaven is about to lay agreat task on aman, it first embitters his mind and will, toils his
sinews and bones, starves his body and skin, and leaves him in utter want.

RAFFERAL RN, DA HOEK, FHAGE, REMBE, 2=HA.

Mencius (7 1), 6B.15 —Gaoz Il &1 F

Translated for SagesQuote

Life grows out of hardship and worry; death comes of ease and pleasure.
He e B R T B I 22 4410, o

Mencius (1), 6B.15 —Gaoz Il &1 F

Translated for SagesQuote

A state with no ministers who keep the law and no counselors who speak plainly within, and no
rival states or foreign troubles without, will always perish.

PANCUE 3778 7 e e L B QB B B Vo

Mencius (¥, 6B.15 —Gaoz Il &+

Translated for SagesQuote

To give one's heart its full reach isto know one's nature. To know one's nature is to know Heaven.
FHOH, FEHVER FEME, HIEmERR.

Mencius (FF), 7A.1 —Jdin Xin | .0 F

Translated for SagesQuote

All things are complete in me. Turn back upon yourself and be true, and there is no joy greater
than this.

EYEFRIRE . REMM, EERE,

Mencius (F21), 7A4 —Jdin Xin | .0 F

Translated for SagesQuote

When brought low, one cultivates oneself alone; when one succeeds, one brings the whole world
along.

SHEEH S, ERGRERT

Mencius (F+), 7A.9 —Jdin Xin | .0 F
Translated for SagesQuote
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33 Do not do what you would not do; do not desire what you would not desire. That isall thereisto
it.
L H ANy, SRARH T AR, a2
Mencius (FF), 7A.17 —Jin Xin | #&.0 |

Translated for SagesQuote

34 A person's virtue, wisdom, and practical understanding most often take root in illness and trouble.
NZETEZME AT
Mencius (1), 7A.18 —Jin Xin | .0 k.

Translated for SagesQuote

35 The gentleman has three joys: that his parents are both alive and his brothers are unharmed; that he
has no shame before Heaven above and no shame before men below; that he finds the finest talents
under Heaven and teaches them.

BTA=4 CRHELE, SRl —464n; IAMRKR, IHATERN, Z44d; BRTHx
AMABEZ, =4,
Mencius (F¥), 7A.20 —Jin Xin | .0 -

Translated for SagesQuote

36 Confucius climbed the Eastern Mountain and the state of Lu looked small; he climbed Mount Tai
and all under Heaven looked small.

LB ANE, BRULMAKT .

Mencius (F 1), 7A.24 —Jin Xin | F.0 k.

Translated for SagesQuote

37 Accomplishing something is like digging awell: dig nine fathoms and still not reach water, and it
remains awell abandoned.

AREREEIH, JHIUBIMA IR WA

Mencius (7)), 7A.29 —Jin Xin | .0 -

Translated for SagesQuote

Sourcesand rights

Thetranslation of every saying in this booklet is credited below. Credit lines are repeated under each entry, so you can check
any single quote without turning the page.

e 37 of 37 sayings — SagesQuote translation. No public-domain English translation of this text could be verified, so these
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ONE TO KEEP

Wealth and honor cannot corrupt him, poverty and lowliness
cannot move him, power and force cannot bend him. Thisis what
we call agreat man.

—Mencius (1), 3B.2 —Teng Wen Gong Il JESCA T

Trandated for SagesQuote
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