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Every entry below gives four things: the saying in English, the original Chinese asit stands in the text, the
book or chapter it comes from, and who translated that line. Nothing hereis copied from a modern edition.

» 38 sayings from Han Feizi (#JE1).

» Eachlineislabelled with its trandl ator — either a named public-domain source or SagesQuote's own rendering
from the Chinese.

» No public-domain English trandation of this text could be verified, so every saying was translated for
SagesQuote directly from the received Chinese text.

» Misattributed sayings are left out. If alineisnot in the text, it is not here.

 Freefor personal, classroom and non-commercial use. Attribution: SagesQuote.

Han Feizi (§3F ). Han Fei took the Daoist ideal of stillness and turned it into a manual for rulers. Trust no
one, he argued; make the law public, certain and severe, and the state will hold. He wrote the fables of
“waiting for the rabbit” and “ the spear and the shield” to make the point stick.
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No state is permanently strong or permanently weak. When those who uphold the law are strong,
the state is strong; when they are weak, the state is weak.

BN R, M. Bk R, Fikak 59 B

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Having Standards’ 45 &, Chapter 6

Translated for SagesQuote

The law does not flatter the noble; the plumb line does not bend to crookedness.

BRI, SEAEE.
Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Having Standards’ 45 &, Chapter 6

Translated for SagesQuote

In punishing offenses it does not pass over great ministers; in rewarding good it does not overlook
common men.

FlE AR, ALK,

Han Feiz (#3JET), “ Having Sandards’ £ &, Chapter 6

Translated for SagesQuote

Where the law falls, the clever cannot talk their way out and the brave do not dare contest it.
B, EEIhRERE, BE BT
Han Feizi (#3JEF), “ Having Sandards’ £ ¥, Chapter 6

Translated for SagesQuote

What an enlightened ruler uses to guide and control his ministersis nothing but two handles. The
two handles are punishment and favor.

EZ g d RS, “WmER. W, .

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ The Two Handles” —##, Chapter 7

Translated for SagesQuote

Killing and executing is what is called punishment; conferring rewards is what is called favor.

BTN, BEE AR,

Han Feizi (#3JET), “ The Two Handles” 4, Chapter 7

Translated for SagesQuote

What enables the tiger to master the dog isits claws and teeth. Let the tiger give up its claws and
teeth and allow the dog to use them, and the tiger will be mastered by the dog instead.

RIEZFr LgeIRAE , At MR E M, R IRA R

Han Feizi ({#3FF), “ The Two Handles” —##, Chapter 7

Translated for SagesQuote

The ruler must not show what he desires; if he shows what he desires, his ministers will carve and
polish themselvesto fit it.

B REA, B RER. B EASHK.

Han Feizi (§#3EF), “ The Way of the Ruler” £ji, Chapter 5

Translated for SagesQuote

sagesquote.com 2 Free download - no sign-up



HAN FEIZI SAGESQUOTE

09

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Cast off likes and dislikes, and the whole body of ministers will show themselves as they are.
KIFEE, RERER.

Han Feiz (&3EF), “ The Way of the Ruler” =3, Chapter 5

Translated for SagesQuote

Affairsare in the four quarters; the handle is at the center. The sage holds the handle, and the four
guarters come to serve.

HIEN S, BAER YL, BEAGRE, DAL
Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Wielding the Sceptre” 54, Chapter 8

Translated for SagesQuote

Do not blow aside the hair to hunt for tiny flaws, nor wash off the grime to pry into what is hard to
see.

AIRBTTR AN, ASBEYR 114 HERR o

Han Feizi (#3JET), “ The Great Body” i, Chapter 29

Translated for SagesQuote

No benefit lasts longer than simplicity; no good fortune endures longer than peace.
FIBERAE, WEEARZR .
Han Feizi (i#3JET), “ The Great Body” ki, Chapter 29

Translated for SagesQuote

The peril of aruler liesin trusting others. Trust others, and you will be controlled by them.
ANEZBIEME AN EA, BIHR N

Han Feizi ({#3FF), “ Guarding the Interior” {5, Chapter 17

Translated for SagesQuote

People move toward what is safe and profitable and away from what is dangerous and harmful;
this is human nature.

REREMRZ, BFEELEZ, MAZEH.

Han Feizi (#3EF), “ Treacherous and Regicide Ministers’ #&#j7 1, Chapter 14

Translated for SagesQuote

Severe penalties and heavy punishments are what the people hate, and are the means by which the
state is kept in order.

R EFE, RZPrEd, Mgz pr LA

Han Feizi (#JE+), “ Treacherous and Regicide Ministers’ #&##t ki, Chapter 14

Translated for SagesQuote

A dike of athousand yards bursts through an ant hole; a house of a hundred feet burns from the
smoke of a cracked chimney.
Tz, Dy i ARZE, DRI,

Han Feiz (§#3F1), “ lllustrations of Laoz” %, Chapter 21

Translated for SagesQuote
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Anillnessin the poresis reached by hot compresses; in the flesh, by needles and stones; in the
stomach and bowels, by a heated decoction; in the marrow, it belongs to the Arbiter of Life, and
nothing can be done.

PAERREL, B2kt fEAVE . stk ERE, K2 ki EafE. ald
. AR

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ lllustrations of Laoz” 1%, Chapter 21

Translated for SagesQuote

The difficulty of persuasion isnot in my having enough knowledge to set out an argument; it lies
in knowing the mind of the person being persuaded, so that my words answer to it.
N8, FEEMZ AL 8RR 20, AT LR Z

Han Feiz (i#%3EF), “ Difficulties of Persuasion” it #, Chapter 12

Translated for SagesQuote

Undertakings succeed through secrecy and fail when words leak out.

REFELLE L, Wl AR

Han Feiz (i##3EF), “ Difficulties of Persuasion” it #, Chapter 12

Translated for SagesQuote

The dragon as a creature is gentle enough to be handled and ridden; but under itsthroat it has
scales that turn backward, afoot across, and anyone who touches them will surely be killed by it.
KREEZ FyRh i, AT REME T ATEIER, wANEEZE, AR

Han Feizi (##34ET), “ Difficulties of Persuasion” 3t #, Chapter 12

Translated for SagesQuote

Therefore the sage does not 100k to restore antiquity, nor accept what is customary as a fixed
model; he examines the affairs of his age and prepares for them accordingly.
FEDVEENCRIME, AkE, itz g, WA .

Han Feiz (§#3F1), “ The Five Vermin® F.%%, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote

When the age differs, affairs differ; when affairs differ, the preparations change.

BRI .
Han Feiz (#3E 1), “ The Five Vermin® T4, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote
A man of Song was plowing; in hisfield stood atree stump. A rabbit ran into the stump, broke its

neck, and died. So he set down his plow and kept watch over the stump, hoping to get another
rabbit. No further rabbit came, and he became the laughingstock of the state of Song.

RNAEBE ., HbAk, REMMK, FrEamst. FBERMmFR, BEGR. RATES,
BV NEES

Han Feiz (§#3F1), “ The Five Vermin® F.2, Chapter 49
Translated for SagesQuote

sagesquote.com 4 Free download - no sign-up



HAN FEIZI SAGESQUOTE

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

To wish now to govern the people of the present age with the policies of the former kingsis
nothing but guarding a stump.

SMUEEZE, REEZR, Btk 8.

Han Feizi ({#3FF), “ The Five Vermin® .2, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote

The Confucians disorder the law with their learning; the swordsmen break the prohibitions with
force.

fRLISCRELYE, RDARuE.
Han Feizi (#3ET), “ The Five Vermin” Fi.%%, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote

In the state of an enlightened ruler there are no writings of bamboo and silk; the law isthe
teaching. There are no sayings of the former kings; the officials are the teachers.

EZE, EEMZC, DEREG BT ZEE, DRk
Han Feiz ({#3FF), “ The Five Vermin® .2, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote

For reward nothing is better than making it generous and certain, so that the people gain by it; for
punishment nothing is better than making it heavy and unavoidable, so that the people fear it.
BEWMEmE, HRAZ; SIEmENL, FREZ.

Han Feizi (#34ET), “ The Five Vermin® F.4f, Chapter 49

Translated for SagesQuote

For law nothing is better than that it be uniform and fixed, so that the people know it.
B, R .

Han Feiz (§#%3F¥), “ The Five Vermin® F.2%, Chapter 49
Translated for SagesQuote

Method is this: grant office according to capacity, demand results according to the title held, hold
the handles of life and death, and test the abilities of the ministers.

g, BPHEMIRE. BAMEE, bW, AR ZREH .

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Fixing the Laws’ %€, Chapter 43

Translated for SagesQuote

Law isthis: statutes and orders are posted in the offices of government; punishment is certain in
the minds of the people; rewards are kept for those who heed the law, while punishments fall on
those who violate the orders.

B, ELEWENR, ELRRG, BEPEE, WENTEsEd.

Han Feizi ({#3FF), “ Fixing the Laws’ &, Chapter 43

Translated for SagesQuote

When atree snaps, it is always along worm rot; when awall crumbles, it is always along a crack.
ARZIr B EL ., a2 BE L IE RS .

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Sgnsof Ruin” 1-1%, Chapter 15

Translated for SagesQuote
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32 A man of Zheng was about to buy shoes. He first measured his foot and left the measurement on
his seat. Arriving at the market, he forgot to bring it. Having picked out the shoes, he said, "I
forgot to bring the measurement,” and went back home to fetch it. By the time he returned the
market had closed, so he never got the shoes. Someone asked, "Why not try them on your feet?’
He said, "I would rather trust the measurement than trust my own feet.”
WMAFHERBE, CAERR, MEZHR, 22T, Mz, o808, TH: [EEF
o | REERZ. K, WE, BEAMHE. ANH: A2 | H: TEFRE, &4
fEt. |

Han Feiz (§%3FE1-), “ Collected Persuasions, Outer” 4pM&ii 7 I, Chapter 32
Translated for SagesQuote

33 A man of Chu was selling shields and spears. He praised them, saying, "My shields are so hard
that nothing can pierce them." Then he praised his spears. "My spears are so sharp that thereis
nothing they do not pierce.” Someone said, "What if your spear pierced your shield?' The man
could not answer.

RNAEEHETPE, B2H: [HEZR, Kk, | UBHITH: [BEFZH, Ry
AW, | BHE: TP PETZE, e | HAJRGERED.
Han Feiz (i##3JEF), “ Hard Sayings|1” #i—, Chapter 36

Translated for SagesQuote

34 A shield that nothing can pierce and a spear that pierces everything cannot both stand in the same
world.
RAT A2 JGEAEAEZ 7, ASA 7
Han Feiz (##34E7), “ Hard Sayings|1” #E—, Chapter 36

Translated for SagesQuote

35 That thereis no tiger in the market is obvious; yet three people saying so makes atiger.

RiTZ BRI, R = NS TR .
Han Feiz (&3EF), “ Collected Persuasions, Inner” Py {45t _I-, Chapter 30

Translated for SagesQuote

36 When fire breaks out and you fetch water from the sea, though the sea holds plenty of water, the
firewill certainly not be put out. Distant water cannot save from a near fire.

PR TBOKIEE, HEKEES . KA o EKARGL KA

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Forest of Persuasions|” &tk |, Chapter 22

Translated for SagesQuote

37 They let the old horse loose and followed it, and so found the road.
TICERMBEL , BAFiE

Han Feiz (§#3FF), “ Forest of Persuasions|” &k |, Chapter 22

Translated for SagesQuote
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38 To hold ministers too close is sure to endanger the ruler's own person; when ministers grow too
exalted, they are sure to take the ruler's place.

EEAH, wEHs: NEXE, L5E.

Han Feizi ({#3FF), “ Cherishing Ministers” %% i, Chapter 4

Translated for SagesQuote

Sourcesand rights

The tranglation of every saying in this booklet is credited below. Credit lines are repeated under each entry, so you can check
any single quote without turning the page.

e 38 of 38 sayings— SagesQuote translation. No public-domain English translation of this text could be verified, so these
lines were rendered directly from the received Chinese text for this collection. Released under CC BY 4.0.

The Chinese text follows the standard received editions of these works, which date from roughly the 6th to the 3rd century
BCE; the original-language texts are in the public domain.

Chapter and verse numbers follow the standard received text. Older translations occasionally divide the books alittle
differently — Legge, for instance, merges some adjacent passages — but the wording translated is the same passage.

Compiled and published by SagesQuote — https://sagesquote.com. Free to print, share and quote, with attribution.
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ONE TO KEEP

The law does not flatter the noble; the plumb line does not bend
to crookedness.

TEABTE, #BABEH

—Han Feizi (#3JE1), “ Having Sandards’ 7 J&, Chapter 6

Trandated for SagesQuote
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