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|nside this collection

Every entry below gives four things: the saying in English, the original Chinese asit stands in the text, the
book or chapter it comes from, and who translated that line. Nothing hereis copied from a modern edition.
49 sayings from The Analects (3fi#E).

» Eachlineislabelled with its trandl ator — either a named public-domain source or SagesQuote's own rendering
from the Chinese.

 Every saying is quoted word for word from one public-domain source: James Legge, The Chinese Classics,
vol. I: Confucian Analects (first edition 1861; second edition 1893).. Nothing has been rewritten into modern
English.

» Misattributed sayings are left out. If alineisnot in thetext, it is not here.

 Freefor personal, classroom and non-commercia use. Attribution: SagesQuote.

Confucius (). Kong Qiu, known in the West as Confucius, taught that order begins with self-cultivation,
not with force. This set gathers his sayings from the Analects — on learning, friendship, government, and the
quiet discipline of becoming a person who can be trusted.
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Isit not pleasant to learn with a constant perseverance and application? Isit not delightful to have
friends coming from distant quarters? Is he not a man of complete virtue, who feels no
discomposure though men may take no note of him?

BIMREZ, ANIREF? AMEETTHR, AIRET-> NG, AIRE 72

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 1 “ Xue Er” £:fij, 1.1
Trans. James Legge, 1893

| daily examine myself on three points: whether, in transacting business for others, | may have
been not faithful; whether, in intercourse with friends, | may have been not sincere; whether | may
have not mastered and practised the instructions of my teacher.

HHEHES BAREMALF? BN MAMEF? HAE P

The Analects (§fiiE), Book 1 “ Xue Er” £41fij, 1.4
Trans. James Legge, 1893

If the scholar be not grave, he will not call forth any veneration, and his learning will not be solid.
Hold faithfulness and sincerity asfirst principles. Have no friends not equal to yourself. When you
have faults, do not fear to abandon them.

BFAEIAE, LRIAE. E8GE. BAAMEHE. BRI EE.

The Analects (;fi#E), Book 1 “ Xue Er” £y, 1.8

Trans. James Legge, 1893

He who aims to be a man of complete virtue, in hisfood does not seek to gratify his appetite, nor
in his dwelling place does he seek the appliances of ease. Heis earnest in what he is doing, and
careful in his speech. He frequents the company of men of principle that he may be rectified. Such
aperson may be said indeed to love to learn.

BPEMORE, FRoRZY, fURFmERE. MAEMERS, WiEFEHhe.

The Analects (ifiig), Book 1 Xue Er” £4fij, 1.14
Trans. James Legge, 1893

I will not be afflicted at men's not knowing me; | will be afflicted that | do not know men.
AEANZACH, BAMA.

The Analects (Ffiig), Book 1 “ Xue Er” £1fij, 1.16

Trans. James Legge, 1893

At fifteen, | had my mind bent on learning. At thirty, | stood firm. At forty, | had no doubts. At
fifty, | knew the decrees of Heaven. At sixty, my ear was an obedient organ for the reception of
truth. At seventy, | could follow what my heart desired, without transgressing what was right.

HEHALMGERE, =W, WHmAR, fHmsRea, AN HmEE, Bmido s
. AR

The Analects (;fizE), Book 2 “ Wel Zheng” A&, 2.4
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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07 If aman keeps cherishing his old knowledge, so as continually to be acquiring new, he may be a
teacher of others.
TS HT, "I LA A2
The Analects (3fiEE), Book 2 “ Wei Zheng” 2, 2.11

Trans. James Legge, 1893

08 The accomplished scholar is not a utensil.

PR
The Analects (;fiE), Book 2 “ Wel Zheng” 7B, 2.12
Trans. James Legge, 1893

09 Learning without thought is labour lost; thought without learning is perilous.
ﬁffﬁfzu,\'ﬂjl 5 n_» %/\J

The Analects (Fi75), Book 2 “ Wei Zheng” %, 2.15
Trans. James Legge, 1893

10 When you know athing, to hold that you know it; and when you do not know athing, to allow that
you do not know it — thisis knowledge.
MBI, ARBAT, R
The Analects (;izE), Book 2 “ Wei Zheng” A&, 2.17

Trans. James Legge, 1893

11 | do not know how a man without truthfulnessis to get on.

NS, AHFHEA .
The Analects (FfiEE), Book 2 “ Wei Zheng” 2, 2.22
Trans. James Legge, 1893

12 Toseewhatisright and not to do it is want of courage.

REAR, BFAA,
The Analects (3fEE), Book 2 “ Wei Zheng” 2L, 2.24
Trans. James Legge, 1893

13 It is virtuous manners which constitute the excellence of a neighbourhood. If aman in selecting a
residence do not fix on one where such prevail, how can he be wise?
BARE. AR, BA?
The Analects (FfiiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” B{~, 4.1

Trans. James Legge, 1893

14 The superior man, in the world, does not set his mind either for anything, or against anything; what
isright he will follow.

BTFIRRTH, Mt Wi, £

The Analects (;fiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” H{~, 4.10
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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The mind of the superior man is conversant with righteousness; the mind of the mean manis
conversant with gain.

BTWRTFE, ADNNERAF]

The Analects (5fiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” H{—, 4.16

Trans. James Legge, 1893

When we see men of worth, we should think of equalling them; when we see men of a contrary
character, we should turn inwards and examine ourselves.

RERARS, RABEmMNEAW.

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” B/, 4.17

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The reason why the ancients did not readily give utterance to their words, was that they feared lest
their actions should not come up to them.

WHEBZAE, B AE#.

The Analects (;fiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” H{—, 4.22

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The superior man wishes to be slow in his speech and earnest in his conduct.

HFAEIRE EBORTT o
The Analects (ifiiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” H{~, 4.24
Trans. James Legge, 1893

Virtue is not |eft to stand alone. He who practisesit will have neighbours.
TEARIN, DA

The Analects (ffiiE), Book 4 “ Li Ren” H{—, 4.25
Trans. James Legge, 1893

They who know the truth are not equal to those who love it, and they who love it are not equal to
those who delight in it.

MZEAMFZE, HZEAMGEZE .
The Analects (FiiE), Book 6 “ Yong Ye' 7, 6.20
Trans. James Legge, 1893

The wise find pleasure in water; the virtuous find pleasure in hills. The wise are active; the
virtuous are tranquil. The wise are joyful; the virtuous are long-lived.

MELIK, CEEI. MEE, (CERR. MES, CEFE.
The Analects (FiiE), Book 6 “ Yong Ye' i, 6.23
Trans. James Legge, 1893

Now the man of perfect virtue, wishing to be established himself, seeks aso to establish others;
wishing to be enlarged himself, he seeks aso to enlarge others.

RAZFH, CROLIN, CAGETTEN .

The Analects (FiiE), Book 6 “ Yong Ye' 7, 6.30
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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A transmitter and not a maker, believing in and loving the ancients, | venture to compare myself
with our old Pang.

ABITAVE, (FME

The Analects (ifiE), Book 7 “ Shu Er” R, 7.1
Trans. James Legge, 1893

With coarserice to eat, with water to drink, and my bended arm for a pillow;-- | have still joy in
the midst of these things. Riches and honours acquired by unrighteousness, are to me as a floating
cloud.

BB HOK, ML . SIRERRR. A Hit, REmEE.

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 7 “ Shu Er” A&7, 7.16
Trans. James Legge, 1893

When | walk along with two others, they may serve me as my teachers. | will select their good
qualities and follow them, their bad qualities and avoid them.
N7, AR, S#HEEENEZ, HAEEMEZ.

The Analects (FiiE), Book 7 “ Shu Er” iR, 7.22
Trans. James Legge, 1893

There were four things from which the Master was entirely free. He had no foregone conclusions,
no arbitrary predeterminations, no obstinacy, and no egoism.

FHEM: PERL b, HE, HR.

The Analects (Fi7E), Book 9 “ Zi Han” +4%, 9.4
Trans. James Legge, 1893

The prosecution of learning may be compared to what may happen in raising a mound. If there
want but one basket of earth to complete the work, and | stop, the stopping is my own work. It may
be compared to throwing down the earth on the level ground. Though but one basketful is thrown
at atime, the advancing with it is my own going forward.

BmAl, AR, 1k, ikt BEOFHL, B, . BHd.

The Analects (;fiE), Book 9 “ Zi Han” %%, 9.19

Trans. James Legge, 1893

When the year becomes cold, then we know how the pine and the cypress are the last to lose their
leaves.

PRIE, IRARFFARZ AR AL .

The Analects (3fiig), Book 9 “ Zi Han” 15, 9.28

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The wise are free from perplexities; the virtuous from anxiety; and the bold from fear.

MERK, CENE, BEDE

The Analects (i), Book 9 “ Zi Han” 15, 9.29
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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While you are not able to serve men, how can you serve their spirits?... While you do not know
life, how can you know about death?

RNEEFN, INRESAR? oo RENA, FHEIE?
The Analects (;fizE), Book 11 “ Xian Jin” i, 11.12
Trans. James Legge, 1893

To subdue one's self and return to propriety, is perfect virtue. If aman can for one day subdue
himself and return to propriety, all under heaven will ascribe perfect virtue to him. Isthe practice
of perfect virtue from a man himself, or isit from others?

OEMEAC. —HROEE, RS /MHS, Wl ATEk?

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 12 “ Yan Yuan” Bfijil, 12.1

Trans. James Legge, 1893

Look not at what is contrary to propriety; listen not to what is contrary to propriety; speak not what
Is contrary to propriety; make no movement which is contrary to propriety.

EIRi-VJE N |- V/E N 2V F= I VLR

The Analects (ffiig), Book 12 “ Yan Yuan™ i, 12.1

Trans. James Legge, 1893

What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to others.
SR, RN

The Analects (3fiEE), Book 12 “ Yan Yuan” Eij, 12.2

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The superior man seeks to perfect the admirable qualities of men, and does not seek to perfect their
bad qualities. The mean man does the opposite of this.

BTFWANZE, PHRANZE DR

The Analects (ifizE), Book 12 “ Yan Yuan” Bk, 12.16

Trans. James Legge, 1893

When a prince's personal conduct is correct, his government is effective without the issuing of
orders. If his personal conduct is not correct, he may issue orders, but they will not be followed.
HEIE, A41M1T: HEAIE, BESTRE.

The Analects (ffiiE), Book 13 “ Zi Lu” 1%, 13.6

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The superior man is affable, but not adulatory; the mean man is adulatory, but not affable.
AFFMAE AN E A

The Analects (§iEE), Book 13 Zi Lu” -, 13.23

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The superior man is modest in his speech, but exceedsin his actions.

ATHHF M HAT

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 14 “ Xian Wen” &[], 14.27
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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The determined scholar and the man of virtue will not seek to live at the expense of injuring their
virtue. They will even sacrifice their lives to preserve their virtue complete.

HEON, SRAEDFELC, AS LS.

The Analects (;fiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” &2y, 15.9

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The mechanic, who wishes to do his work well, must first sharpen histools.
TAREHEE, DR HAR

The Analects (;fiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” &2y, 15.10
Trans. James Legge, 1893

He who requires much from himself and little from others, will keep himself from being the object
of resentment.

WEEmIFERA, AEKR.

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” f# & 2\, 15.15

Trans. James Legge, 1893

What the superior man seeks, isin himself. What the mean man seeks, isin others.
BRE#ED, DAKEEN

The Analects (FiiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” &2y, 15.21
Trans. James Legge, 1893

A man can enlarge the principles which he follows; those principles do not enlarge the man.
NBEFAIE . JEIETAN

The Analects (ifiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” &2y, 15.29
Trans. James Legge, 1893

To have faults and not to reform them,-- this, indeed, should be pronounced having faults.
WKL, EEER

The Analects (;fiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” &2y, 15.30
Trans. James Legge, 1893

In teaching there should be no distinction of classes.

AHAE
The Analects (3fizE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” 787y, 15.39
Trans. James Legge, 1893

Those whose courses are different cannot lay plans for one another.
EAF, M EE

The Analects (FfiiE), Book 15 “ Wei Ling Gong” f# & 2\, 15.40
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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There are three friendships which are advantageous, and three which are injurious. Friendship with
the upright; friendship with the sincere; and friendship with the man of much observation — these
are advantageous. Friendship with the man of specious airs; friendship with the insinuatingly soft;
and friendship with the glib-tongued — these are injurious.

WMEZR, BEER KE, K, KZH. 2. KER, KExR, KMifz, B8R,

The Analects (ifiiE), Book 16 “ Ji Shi” Z=[X;, 16.4

Trans. James Legge, 1893

By nature, men are nearly alike; by practice, they get to be wide apart.
PEARITCA , EAHE A o

The Analects (FiiiE), Book 17 “ Yang Huo” 5%, 17.2
Trans. James Legge, 1893

There are learning extensively, and having a firm and sincere aim; inquiring with earnestness, and
reflecting with self-application:-- virtue isin such a course.

MM, VIRmEE, CaERhR.

The Analects (fiiE), Book 19 “ Zi Zhang” T-5k, 19.6

Trans. James Legge, 1893

The faults of the superior man are like the eclipses of the sun and moon. He has his faults, and all
men see them; he changes again, and all men look up to him.
Az, MAAZERS: @i, AR Hd, ARz,

The Analects (FiiE), Book 19 “ Zi Zhang” -5k, 19.21
Trans. James Legge, 1893
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The trandlation of every saying in this booklet is credited below. Credit lines are repeated under each entry, so you can check

any single quote without turning the page.

e 49 of 49 sayings— James L egge, The Chinese Classics, vol. |: Confucian Analects (first edition 1861; second

edition 1893).. The wording is quoted from this translation, which isin the public domain.

The Chinese text follows the standard received editions of these works, which date from roughly the 6th to the 3rd century

BCE; the original-language texts are in the public domain.

Chapter and verse numbers follow the standard received text. Older translations occasionally divide the books alittle

differently — Legge, for instance, merges some adjacent passages — but the wording translated is the same passage.

Compiled and published by SagesQuote — https://sagesquote.com. Free to print, share and quote, with attribution.

sagesquote.com 8 Free download - no sign-up



ONE TO KEEP

When you know athing, to hold that you know it; and when you
do not know athing, to allow that you do not know it — thisis
knowledge.

MZBIMZ . ATEAT, R,

— The Analects (3fizE), Book 2 “Wei Zheng” %318, 2.17

Trans. James Legge, 1893
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